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Were thrilled to see such miracle.
The Saracens amazed perceived
The sight. They said and they believed
The lamp had been enkindled by
Some magic or some sorcery.
Saladin wished to know the entire
Truth j he then ordered that the fire                                      8,410
Be quenched. So his men put it out
At once. But this availed them naught,
[For all they did could not restrain]
The lamp from kindling once again.
He had it quenched once more. The Lord
God wished that His own truthful Word
Should beyond any doubt appear
In His own city, bright and clear.
So a third time He lit the light.
When Saladin perceived aright                                               8,420
That faith to which the Christians hold,
Then, in all truth, he spoke and told
His Turks that he was soon to die,
Or that the city would not lie
Much longer under his command,
And, as I learn and understand,
He did not long survive, but died
Before the next year's Lententide.48
EASTER AT ASCALON
At Easter,49 that high feast and great,                              April 5
The king held mighty court of state                                       8,430
To make his people less forlorn,
And caused his banners to be borne
Outside of Ascalon, and spread. . . .
Each man on what he pleased was fed.
The court was held for but one day:
The morrow, without more delay,
48 Saladin died on Wednesday, March 4, 1193.
49 The Itinerarium (p. 329) says this was on April 5.